XIV
FROM MONTREUX TO THE FRANCO-BRITISH-
TURKISH MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PACT
THE arrangement achieved at Montreux was in general
favorably received except in Italy and Germany. Great
Britain made the most substantial sacrifice in the interest of
a compromise by receding from her persistent policy of
opposing a preferential status for Russia and the other Black
Sea Powers. She apparently regarded the strengthening of
Turko-British friendship and the consequent reinforcement
of the balance in the Eastern Mediterranean, which had been
disturbed by the establishment of Italian air and naval bases
in the Dodecanese and an Italian empire in East Africa, as
adequate compensation. France, allied with Russia, was not
adverse to the increase of Soviet power; the Quai d'Orsay
apparently proceeded on the assumption that Russia's im-
proved position would bolster the chain of alliances which
France had built up in Southeastern Europe and which had
been materially weakened by the remilitarization of the
Rhineland.
On the other hand, Italy and Germany were, for obvious
reasons, displeased with the Montreux Convention. Italy, a
party to the 1923 Convention, was resentful that the other
signatories agreed to revision despite her absence-a fact
which was felt to be derogatory to the influence claimed
by Italy in world affairs. Moreover, the Fascist Govern-
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